
   

 

 

 

Institutional Biosafety Committee - Regular Meeting 

                                                                              Thursday, June 04, 2026 

Zoom 
 

Meeting Minutes 

 
G. Babcock convened the meeting at 12:00 p.m. 
 

I. Conflicts of Interest - No conflicts were identified. 
II. Minutes - Minutes from the previous IBC meeting (05/07/26) was approved (8: YES/0: NO/2: Abstained)  

III. Old Business - No old business to discuss 
IV. New Business 

A. Primary Protocols (0 protocols) 
B. Secondary Protocols (5 protocols) 

 

IBC Protocol 
Number 

PI 
Type of 

Submission 
Biosafety 

Level 
IBC Items 

1. 26-05-12-01 Yadav Renewal  BSL2 

in vitro: Escherichia coli (RG1), Bacteriophage MS2, Bacteriophage Phi6, 
Phanerochaete chrysosporium, Pichia pastoris, Saccharomyces cerevisiae, and 
HDM (established and primary cells, Human blood/serum/plasma, synovial fluid, 
intestinal- and lung- organoids), mouse and environmental contaminated 
samples 

 
in vitro and in vivo: Influenza virus, Respiratory Syncytial Virus, Aeromonas spp., 
Acinetobacter baumannii, Bacillus anthracis (RG2 - Sterne), Enterococcus 
faecium, Enterobacter spp., Escherichia coli (RG2), Francisella tularensis (RG2 - 
LVS), Pseudomonas aeruginosa, Pseudomonas spp., Klebsiella pneumoniae, 
Haemophilus influenzae, Legionella pneumophila, Listeria monocytogenes, 
Mycobacterium bovis - BCG, Mycobacterium tuberculosis (RG2 - H37Ra), 
Mycobacterium spp. (non-tuberculous wild type and recombinant/mutant), 
Mycoplasma pneumoniae, Saccharopolyspora rectivirgula (lysate), 
Staphylococcus aureus (including MRSA), Staphylococcus epidermidis, 
Streptococcus pneumoniae, Yersinia pestis (RG2 - A1122), Stachyborys 
chartarum; Cladosporium sp, Thermoactinomyces sp, Aspergillus sp 

IBC Requests: 

Main Form – General Safety:   

1. Section II. B - Project #6 B. - Revise units for the dimensions of the chamber. Also, change BSC  

classification to “Class II type A2”.  Revise accordingly; 

2. Section II. B - Project #6 B. - Last Sentence - Does the aerosol chamber have a HEPA filter? Revise 

sentence for clarity; 

3. Section III. B - Check YES for "Additional Information" and indicate which needle safety devices are 

used and what type of sharps will be discarded in Sharps Containers; 

4. Section III. C - Explain the use of safety goggles and face shields. 
Form B – Microbial/Infectious Agents 

VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT: 
G. Babcock, G. Dean, D. Elsaesser, M. Espinola, S. Kasper, R. Larson E. Otten, T. 
Rausch, F. Schaefer, E. Serafin 

VOTING MEMBERS NOT PRESENT: S. Apewokin, K. Burns, J. Corcoran 

AD HOC MEMBERS/CONSULTANTS/GUESTS: T. Gulley, A. Perry, J. Strasser 

IBC STAFF: D. Healy, B. Kesavalu 



 

  

5. What are the agents that will be involved in the aerosol chamber study? Agent # 8 is the only one 

stated in the "in vitro use" subsection. Revise form accordinglyf. 

Form C – Human and NHP Derived Materials: 

6. Section I - Table - Other - It appears environmental samples are not given directly to animals (only 

the agents isolated from them). If that is true, uncheck the "in vivo" box; 

Form D – Biohazard in Animals: 

7. Section I - Update your IACUC protocol number. 

Motion Approve upon modifications addressing outlined issues.  

Voting Result &  
Dual Use 

 
YES: 9 

(One member 
didn’t vote) 

 

NO: 0 Abstained: 0 Dual Use? No 

 

IBC Protocol 
Number 

PI 
Type of 

Submission 
Biosafety 

Level 
IBC Items 

2. 26-05-14-01 Zhang, Xiaoting Renewal BSL2 

in vitro: Lentiviral vector 
in vitro and in vivo: HDM (established and primary tumor 
cells - including virally transduced cells) and synthetic RNA 
(pRNA/siRNA) 

IBC Requests: 

Main Form – General Safety:   

1. Section I. C - Provide the job title for authorized personnel; 

2. Section I. D - Indicate where cell sorter is located. 
Form A – Recombinant or Synthetic Nucleic Acid: 

3. Section I - #1 and #2 - Check YES for “Additional Information” and indicate how gene is inhibited 

(e.g. shRNA, siRNA, miRNA, CRISPR/Cas9). 

Form D – Biohazard in Animals: 

4. Section II - In "Additional Information", indicate the administration route of cells. 

Motion Approve upon modifications addressing outlined issues.  

Voting Result &  
Dual Use 

 
YES: 10 

 
NO: 0 Abstained: 0 Dual Use? No 

 

IBC Protocol 
Number 

PI 
Type of 

Submission 
Biosafety 

Level 
IBC Items 

3. 26-05-18-01 Ngwenya Renewal BSL1 in vivo: AAV and retroviral vectors 

IBC Requests: 

Main Form – General Safety:   

1. Section III. A - Centrifuge - What do you mean by "hood"? Biosafety Cabinet or Fume Hood?; 

2. Section III. A - Will vortex, sonicator, etc., be used to process viral vectors?  If yes, select them; 

3. Section V - Be aware that alcohol-based disinfectants are not recommended for non-enveloped 

viruses (e.g. AAV). If those are used, they should be only for removing corrosive bleach residues 

from metallic surfaces. Check YES for "Additional Information" and include a statement in this 

regard. 

Form D – Biohazard in Animals: 

4. Section I - Update IACUC protocol number; 



 

  

5. Section II - Check the box for "Standard Housing" since that corresponds to the location where 

animals are transferred after 72 hours in containment; 

6. Section II - Additional Information - Provide the route of administration of viral vectors. 

Motion Approve upon modifications addressing outlined issues.  

Voting Result &  
Dual Use 

 
YES: 10 

 
NO: 0 Abstained: 0 Dual Use? No 

 
 

IBC Protocol 
Number 

PI 
Type of 

Submission 
Biosafety 

Level 
IBC Items 

4. 26-05-19-01 Oria Renewal BSL2 
in vitro: Lentiviral and Adenoviral vector 
in vitro and in vivo: HDM (tumor cells) 

IBC Requests: 

1. Lab staff must complete their BBP, Viral vector and BSC trainings; 

Main Form – General Safety:   

2. Section I. A - Provide your office phone; 

3. Section I. C - Enter phone numbers for other authorized personnel; 

4. Section III. A - Pipet - Replace "safety cabinet" with "biosafety cabinet"; 

5. Section III. A - Blender - Replace "sonication" with "blending"; 

6. Section III.A - Vortex – Expand safety precautions adopted. Consult the eManual (link on top of 

section); 

7. Section III. B - Additional Information - A previous section (Section III. A) states that sonication is 

only operated in a fume hood. If that is accurate, revise first sentence. Also, for clarity, revise is the 

wording after first sentence. Is that a sentence? Is that a title? 

Form A – Recombinant or Synthetic Nucleic Acid: 
8. Section I - Genes #1 - Natural Function - Provide the known function of the gene instead of its 

name. 

Form C – Human and NHP Derived Materials: 

9. Section I - "Primary Cells" is selected. Complete the other fields if they are used or uncheck box if 

not in use. 

Form D – Biohazard in Animals: 

10. Section III. A - Change "potentially be a staff exposure" to "potential exposure risk to staff”.  

 Form E- Radiation Safety Questionnaire 

11. What does "2439 radiator" mean?  

Motion Approve upon modifications addressing outlined issues.  

Voting Result &  
Dual Use 

 
YES: 10 

 
NO: 0 Abstained: 0 Dual Use? No 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

IBC Protocol 
Number 

PI 
Type of 

Submission 
Biosafety 

Level 
IBC Items 

5. 26-05-19-01 Wang Y New  BSL2 in vitro: HDM (blood, plasma, serum and blood cells) 

IBC Requests: 

1. Lab staff must complete their BBP and BSC trainings; 

Main Form – General Safety:   

2. Section I. B - If Secondary Contact does not have a Mail Location nor a lab phone, enter N/A; 
3. Section I. D - Indicate where flow cytometry will occur; 
4. Section II. B - Expand description to provide the rationale of the study and from what type of 

individuals specimens will be obtained. Also, will further experiments be conducted at UC labs or are 
samples going to be transferred elsewhere? Please clarify; 

5. Section III. B - Check YES for “Additional Information” and indicate which activities involving human-
derived materials are conducted inside of a fume hood. Also, indicate what type of sharps will be 
discarded into sharp containers. Lastly, since the information about the delivery of a Biosafety 
Cabinet is temporary, please remove it from this section; 

6. Section III. C – For biological materials "Safety Goggles" are recommended instead of "Safety 
Glasses". Please modify section accordingly. 
Form C – Human and NHP Derived Materials: 

7. Section I - Table - Provide from where (source) specimens are obtained. 

Motion Approve upon modifications addressing outlined issues.  

Voting Result &  
Dual Use 

 
YES: 10 

 
NO: 0 Abstained: 0 Dual Use? No 

 
V.  Other New Business - IBC # 23-05-17-01 - PI: Davidson - Approval Extension  

• The PI will be relocating to CCHMC within the next few months. 

• Since his protocol was set to expire in June, the BSOf extended approval through December 1st (6-month 
extension).  
 

 
VI.  Protocol Updates - April 30th to May 28th (28 protocols) 

1. IBC# 24-06-18-02 - PI: Hertlein - Personnel, location 
2. IBC# 25-10-22-01 - PI: Ray - Personnel 
3. IBC# 26-03-17-01 - PI: Brewster - Location 
4. IBC# 25-04-16-01 - PI: Smulian - Cell sorting at the CCHMC Flow Core 
5. IBC# 25-07-03-01 - PI: Natarajan - Personnel  
6. IBC# 25-07-03-01 - PI: Natarajan - Location 
7. IBC# 25-06-04-01 - PI: Steele - Personnel 
8. IBC# 25-08-12-01 - PI: Pritts - Personnel, location 
9. IBC# 23-11-14-01 - PI: Goodman - Personnel 
10. IBC# 24-09-18-01 - PI: Dodson - Personnel 
11. IBC# 24-06-18-02 - PI: Hertlein - Location 
12. IBC# 23-10-19-02 - PI: Madan - Personnel, location 
13. IBC# 25-08-15-01 - PI: Huaman - Personnel 
14. IBC# 25-12-12-02 - PI: Kotagiri - Personnel 
15. IBC# 24-10-14-01 - PI: MacLennan - Personnel 
16. IBC# 24-08-09-01 - PI: Chae - Personnel, location 
17. IBC# 25-11-13-01 - PI: Waters - Personnel 
18. IBC# 25-10-20-01 - PI: Park - Personnel, secondary contact 
19. IBC# 25-08-12-01 - PI: Pritts - Amendment, Add Project #2 - in vivo: Human Blood, location 



 

  

20. IBC# 24-08-14-01 - PI: Chimote - PI reassignment, personnel 
21. IBC# 25-10-20-01 - PI: Park - Personnel 
22. IBC# 24-03-18-01 - PI: Li - Personnel  
23. IBC# 26-05-06-01 - PI: Phoenix - Remove lentivirus, personnel 
24. IBC# 25-01-28-01 - PI: Ahn - Personnel, secondary contact 
25. IBC# 24-08-21-02 - PI: Wasylishen - Personnel 
26. IBC# 24-05-23-01 - PI: Kasper- Personnel, secondary contact 
27. IBC# 25-03-19-01 - PI: Owens - Personnel 
28. IBC# 25-02-14-01 - PI: Drosatos - Personnel 
 
VII. Reports 

A. IBC/BSOf (M. Espinola) 

• Following J. Yu's departure from UC, our IBC roster is down by one member.  

• G. Smulian has agreed to join as a voting member starting August 2026. 

 

VIII. Educational Materials/Updates  
A. Virologist accused of starting COVID-19 fights funding ban Science; May 2026 

B. US biology lab locked down for more than a week amid smuggling inquiry Nature; May 2026 

 
 
G. Babcock adjourned the meeting at 12:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:f73511e5-d009-4000-8a24-a892922dcce0
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:65218185-0945-4b6f-82f0-40d833397732

